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Los Pinos, New Mexico:
Civil War Post on the Rio Grande
DARLIS A. MILLER

During the Civil War, hundreds of soldiers and thousands of Navajos
encamped on the military grounds at Los Pinos, New Mexico, located
eighteen miles south of Albuquerque near the village of Peralta. The
post was established in May of 1862 on land leased from Governor
Henry Connelly and his stepsons, Jose Francisco and Jose Bonifacio
Chaves. Los Pinos served briefly as a supply depot, then as a staging
area for the Navajo campaign, and finally as a forwarding post for
Navajo prisoners enroute to Bosque Redondo. In addition, soldiers at
Los Pinos scouted for Indians, retrieved stolen stock, performed escort
duty, and helped maintain public order during an emotion-charged
election. When the lease expired in 1867, the post was abandoned,
primarily because army officials considered the rental fee exorbitant.
But political differences should also be mentioned. J. Francisco Chaves,
elected delegate to Congress in 1865, had become one of the military's
most vocal critics. Despite the prominent role that Los Pinos played
in New Mexico's Civil War experience, the post's history has never
been completely documented.
The decision to establish a sub-depot on the Connelly property
was made in the wake of the Confederate invasion that had left the
Darlis A. Miller, professor of history in New Mexico State University, is the author
of The California Column in New Mexico (1982) and co-editor of New Mexico Women (1986).
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Plan of quarters at military post, Los Pinos, New Mexico. Courtesy National Archives.
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army's transportation system disorganized and its source of forage and
foodstuffs uncertain. During the fall of 1861, while Confederate soldiers
bivouacked in Mesilla, the army transferred its main supply depot from
Albuquerque-designated a sub-depot-to Fort Union, located twentyfive miles northeast of Las Vegas on the Santa Fe Trail. For several
months massive confusion prevailed at the new depot as stores from
the states became mixed with those transferred from Albuquerque, and
all were piled haphazardly around the post while additional storehouses were being constr.ucted. Before the new system was perfected,
the depot quartermaster received orders to concentrate supplies at
Albuquerque and Fort Craig, where Union soldiers were preparing to
meet the Confederate advance.!
General Henry Hopkins Sibley and his Texas-Confederate soldiers
subsequently claimed victory over Union troops at the Battle of Valverde in February 1862, butfailing to capture federal stores that had
been stockpiled at nearby Fort Craig, they were forced to confiscate
food and other supplies from villagers as they marched up the Rio
Grande Valley. Governor Connelly's residence at Los Pinos was only
one of many that the Confederates plundered. Connelly later described
his losses in a letter to Secretary of State William H. Seward: "My own
house, 90 miles from Santa Fe, was despoiled of its entire contents,
including a valuable stock of goods, together with everything in the
way of subsistence."2 In the face of the Confederate advance, Union
troops evacuated Albuquerque, setting fire to government storehouses
to prevent supplies from falling into enemy hands. The Texans continued north but after being defeated on March 28, near Santa Fe at
Glorieta Pass, Sibley gave orders to evacuate the territory. On their
retreat south about five hundred Texans led by Colonel Thomas J. Green
camped on Governor Connelly's grounds the night of April 14. While
soldiers slept, officers staged a noisy fandango in the governor's residence. Sounds of song and violins were clearly heard by Union soldiers
who had overtaken Green's command without being detected and were
awaiting dawn to launch an attack. There followed on the Connelly
property the Battle of Peralta, an artillery duel with few casualties.
1. Darlis A. Miller, "Military Supply in Civil War New Mexico," Military History of
Texas and the Southwest, 16 (number 3, 1982): 180-83. The best account of the Confederate
invasion of New Mexico is Martin Hardwick Hall, Sibley's New Mexico Campaign (Austin:

University of Texas Press, 1960).
2. Connelly to Seward, March 23, 1862, The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Records of the Union 'and Confederate Armies, Series 1 (53 vols., Washington, D,C.:
Government Printing Office, 1898), 9: 651-52.
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Late in the afternoon of April 15, Green's forces evacuated the area
under cover of a blinding sand storm. 3
Sibley's entire command was soon on the road to San Antonio,
but its foray into New Mexico had been costly to area residents: lives
had been lost, families uprooted, and considerable personal property
destroyed or confiscated. Sometime in April or May Governor Connelly
visited Los Pinos to assess the damage to his home. He later informed
Seward that the Texans seemingly had devoted their time "to the destruction of everything of value about the premises." He estimated his
losses at $30,000. "Much of this," he said, was "through a pure vandalic
spirit. There was much about the house of goods and furniture that
they could put to no useful purposes, yet all was taken or wantonly
destroyed. "4
A few weeks before Connelly made this report, Assistant Quartermaster John C. McFerran informed his superiors in Washington that
the Department of New Mexico was in deplorable condition: "Most of
our supplies have been consumed, captured, or destroyed." Grain was
exhausted in the area of troop movements, and little forage could be
obtained for animals. Since most military transportation was broken
down and unfit for service, private wagon trains were seized to reestablish Union posts. 5 It was at this juncture, while Union officials
were still feeling the aftershocks of the Confederate invasion, that
Colonel Edward R. S. Canby, commanding the department, instructed
Captain Herbert M. Enos of the quartermaster's department to establish a depot at Peralta if suitable buildings could be obtained. 6 The only
site appropriate for a depot in or near the village was Governor Connelly's property at Los Pinos.
The rancho known as Los Pinos encompassed more than 7,000
acres. It was bounded on the north by the Pueblo of Isleta, on the west
by the Rio Grande, on the south by the village of Peralta, and on the
east by the lomas (hills).7 Connelly had established his residence there
3. Don E. Alberts, "The Battle of Peralta," New Mexico Historical Review, 58 (October
1983): 369-79.
4. Connelly to Seward, May 17, 1862, War of the Rebellion, Series 1, 9: 672-73.
5. Miller, "Military Supply in Civil War New Mexico," 184.
6. [unsigned] to McFerran, April 27, 1862, Letters Sent, Department of New Mexico,
Microfilm Publication M-1072, roll 2, Records of the United States Continental Commands, 1821-1920, Record Group 393, National Archives (hereafter LS, Dept. NM, M1072, RG 393).
7. Contract for Rent of El Bosque de Los Pinos, May 12, 1862, enclosed in Ashurst
and Elkins to Carleton, [early 1866], Letters Received, District of New Mexico, Microfilm
Publication M-1088, roll 2, RG 393, National Archives (hereafter LR, Dist. NM, M-1088,
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after marrying Dolores Perea, a widow whose late husband, Mariano
Chaves, had owned the property.8 William W. H. Davis, who visited
Los Pinos in 1854, penned this description: "A few miles from Peralta
we came to the residence of Doctor Henry Connelly, an American....
His house is a large establishment in the old Spanish style, and the
buildings for his peones and other purposes which surround it make
up quite a little village." The main residence was surrounded by a
dense forest of trees, mainly cottonwoods, which extended "in every
direction for at least a half a mile." Adjoining fields were ~risscrossed
with irrigation ditches and adobe fences. 9
The grove of cottonwoods figured prominently in the report that
Enos submitted to Canby on May 3, 1862. A supply of fuel close at
hand, Enos believed, made Los Pinos a more desirable site for a supply
depot than Albuquerque. Based on the previous winter's expenditures,
Enos calculated that the army's yearly rental fees in Albuquerque for
depot buildings, quarters, and a hospital would amount to $4,284 and
that an additional $5,500 would be needed to supply the depot with
fuel. On the other hand, Governor Connelly was willing to rent Los
Pinos for $6,000 per year, although Enos believed he would accept
$5,500. Fuel would be a minor expense. In addition, Enos reported
that about 1,000 costals. (1250 bushels) of corn had been raised on the
rancho in previous years. He believed that under army management
the amount raised would be increased and that the government could
either divide the crop with a renter or buy the entire amount. Moreover,
a ferry could be established at Los Pinos that during high water would
be "much superior to the one at Albuquerque." In commenting upon
housing facilities on the Connelly property, Enos wrote: "Additional
buildings will have to be constructed ... , but there are enough already
built for immediate use. One company can now be quartered, and
RG 393); Peralta, Valencia County, Agricultural Schedules of the Ninth Census of the
United States, 1870, State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe.
8. Dolores Perea brought to her marriage with Connelly the Los Pinos property,
but there is some confusion in the literature whether her first husband was Mariano
Chaves or Jose Chaves. See Marc Simmons, Albuquerque: A Narrative History (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982), 160, 399. In presenting a petition to James
Carleton, attorneys Merrill Ashurst and Stephen B. Elkins clearly identified their clients,
Dolores Perea, J. F. Chaves, and J. B. Chaves, as "heirs at law of Mariano Chaves."
Ashurst and Elkins to Carleton, [early 1866], LR, Dist. NM, M-1088, roll 2, RG 393.
9. W. W. H. Davis, El Gringo; or, New Mexico & Her People (New York: Arno Press,
1973), 356; Connelly to Seward, April 20, 1862, War of the Rebellion, Ser(es 1, 9: 665.
Apparently pine trees as well as cottonwoods grew in the area. (Los Pinos means The
Pines.)
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there are storehouses sufficient to contain what stores will be likely to
accumulate at that point before other buildings can be put Up."lD
After receiving Enos' report, Canby carried out his plan to establish
a sub-depot at Los Pinos and to abandon the one at Albuquerque. The
lease for the property, which was signed by Henry Connelly, J. Francisco Chaves, and J. Bonifacio Chaves, went into effect on May 15,
1862. The government agreed to pay the lessors $5,500 annually for
five years, reserving the right to renew the lease for an additional five
years. The army also obtained the right to cut and use wood and brush
growing on the premises; permanent improvements made by the quartermaster's department would revert to the owners at the end of the
lease. ll Canby's decision to relocate the supply depot at Los Pinos was
based in part on the knowledge that government warehouses in Albuquerque had been destroyed during the Confederate invasion. The
report Enos submitted seemingly justified the change. But Canby may
also have wanted to repay Governor Connelly for losses sustained
during the invasion. Albuquerque residents implied this or a similar
motive in a joint letter to Canby protesting the loss of the depot. They
'claimed that the army had bowed to the wishes of "interested persons,"
obviously referring to the govern,or and his stepsons. Canby insisted,
however, that the removal "was determined upon some months ago
from consideration of interest and economy."12
Captain Enos, who served as quartermaster at Albuquerque both
before and after the Confederate invasion, was assigned as quartermaster at Los Pinos, where he arrived to assume his new duties on
May 13. By this date, he had rented the farm land on the rancho for
one-third of the crop, received permission from Canby to advertise for
construction material, and arranged to transfer the government ferry
boat from Albuquerque to Peralta. 13 During the next several weeks,
large numbers of civilians-Hispanos and Anglos alike-found employment at the new depot. Enos advertised in the Santa Fe Weekly
Gazette for fifty "American" teamsters to drive oxen at the depot; the
10. Enos to Canby, May 3, 1862, LR, Dept. NM, Microfilm Publication M-U20, roll
16, RG 393. A costal weighed about seventy pounds, i.e., one-half a fanega, which
weighed 140 pounds. A fanega was equal to about two and one-half bushels.
11. Contract for Rent of El Bosque de Los Pinos, May 12,1862, enclosed in Ashurst
and Elkins to Carleton, [early 1866], LR, Dist. NM, M-1088, roll 2, RG 393.
12. Canby to Clark and Others, May 12, 1862, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 2, RG
393. The Albuquerque letter-writers would not have been surprised had they learned
that the amount of rent that Connelly requested for the five-year-lease was the same as
his estimated loss to the Confederates.
13. Enos to Canby, May 10, 13, 1862, LR, Dept. NM, M-U2D, roll 16, RG 393.
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pay would be $25 per month and a daily ration. An unknown number
of masons, painters, plasterers, and laborers were hired, as well as
four (and possibly more) carpenters, who received $50 per month, a
superintendent of laborers, who received $30 per month, and a superintendent of mechanics at $60 per month. 14
Several of the laborers and some of the teamsters were Hispanos.
They received the standard salary of $25 per month plus a daily ration.
Lieutenant Robert H. Hall, who commanded the depot guard, considered this a good wage and predicted that richer Hispanos would have
to raise their price for labor or "lose their peones" to the army. Moreover, he believed that the government's practice of paying well for
labor was responsible for an ugly disturbance that occurred in Peralta
on the morning of June 15, 1862. At sunrise Hall had received a message
that Hispanos "had attempted to kill all the white men in town, and
were assaulting a house into which they (the whites) had been driven."
With a detachment from his command, Hall went to investigate and
found that the inob had dispersed. After giving chase, he captured one
of the ring leaders, Lupe Analla, who had been observed with a pistol
shouting to others to follow him and "kill the Yankees." Hall was
convinced that richer Hispanos were fostering a bitter feeling against
the government to prevent "by popular feeling any of the poor people
working for government employ." Two Hispanos, he reported, had
been beaten by this gang, one because he cooked for an Anglo and the
other because he was a teamster in the quartermaster's department. 15
Despite the influx of civilian laborers, records indicate that the
quartermaster's department constructed few buildings on the Connelly
property. General James H. Carleton, in fact, halted all construction at
the post shortly after he assumed command of the department on
September 18, 1862. Carleton was unsure whether he had authority to
build a depot on private grounds without sanction of the war department, and he would not authorize further construction until the matter
was clarified. 16 The most imposing structure that the army projected
was a large storehouse which never was completed. Major Henry D.
Wallen, who inspected the post in February of 1863, stated that the
building had cost at least $6,000 but was now of "no value to the
14. Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, August 2, 1862; McFerran to Enos, November 11, 1862,
Letters Sent, Chief Quartermaster, Department of New Mexico, RG 393, National Archives (hereafter CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393).
15. Hall to Chapin, June 18, 1862, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 16, RG 393.
16. Carleton to Enos, September 26, 1862 and Carleton to Meigs, September 26,
1862, LS, Dept. NM, M-10n, roll 3, RG 393:
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Government" since the depot had been discontinued. In October of
1864 part of the structure was being used as a sutler's store, but the
rest stood vacant. 17
Buildings already on the property included a church, a store, Connelly's ten-room residence, a dwelling house (which the army used as
a hospital), two rows of buildings (used as company quarters), one
building sixteen feet by fifty feet (used for shops), four small buildings
(three used as stables and one as a carpenter's shop), and a small
gristmill. No new quarters were erected for enlisted men, even though
for a short time many soldiers were stationed there. In a report to
Adjutant General Lorenzo Thomas dated September 30, 1862, in which
Carleton discussed plans for a campaign against hostile Indians, he
indicated that six companies of the Fifth Infantry would be located at
Los Pinos, which, together with a smaller number of troops at Albuquerque, "will be considered as in a central position to be moved in
any direction which the exigencies of the service may require."IB Nineteen officers and 496 enlisted men were present for duty at Los Pinos
on October 31. Thereafter their numbers declined: five officers and 131
enlisted men were present on December 1; seven officers and seventynine enlisted men on April 30, 1863. In following months the number
of enlisted men present for duty would fluctuate between thirty-eight
and 174. 19
On February 11, 1863 Major Wallen reported that the two companies stationed at Los Pinos were housed in quarters holding six or
eight men each and were without suitable mess areas. He issued instructions to cut through the adobe walls between two rooms, the
enlarged areas to serve as dining rooms, which were to be furnished
with tables and benches. With this slight change, he said, "the companies can then be seated at their meals and thereby made vastly more
comfortable than at present. H20 Lieutenant Colonel Edwin A. Rigg,
commanding the post, painted a dismal picture of enlisted men's quarters in a report dated June 21, 1866:
17. Wallen to Cutler, February 11, 1863 and Butler to Cutler, October 30, 1864, LR,
Dept. NM, M-1120, rolls 21,22, RG 393.
18. Report on subject of lease of buildings and lands owned by Governor Henry
Connelly, April 11, 1863, "Los Pinos," Consolidated Correspondence File, Records of the
Quartermaster General, RG 92, National Archives; Carleton to Thomas, September 30,
1862, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 3, RG 393.
19. Returns from Los Pinos, New Mexico, Microfilm Publication M-617, roll 649,
Records of the Adjutant General's Office, RG 94, National Archives (hereafter Returns,
Los Pinos, M-617, RG 94).
20. Wallen to Cutler, February 11, 1863, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 21, RG 393.
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Territorial Governor Henry H. Connelly, ca. 1865. Courtesy Museum
of New Mexico.

James H. Carleton. Courtesy University of Oklahoma Western History Collection.

The storehouses, quarters, and stables are built of adobe with dirt
roofs and are old and in a very dilapidated condition; so much so
that when the annual rains commence (about 20th July) there is
great danger that many of them will fall down of their own weight,
besides being poor protection to the public stores. There can be
two companies indifferently quartered here if the coming rains do
not wash the quarters down .... 21
21. Rigg to Jones, June 21, 1866, LR, Los Pinos, RG 393. The following is a partial
list of commanding officers at Los Pinos compiled from Returns, Los Pinos, M-617, RG
94, which includes returns for September 1862 through August 1866.
Name
Ullit
MOllths of Commalld
First Lieutenant Henry B. Bristol ,Fifth U.s. Inf.
September 1862
Captain Joseph Updegraff
Fifth U.S. Inf.
October-November 1862
First Lieutenant Martin Mullins
Fifth U.S. lnf.
November 1862-January 1863
Captain Samuel Archer
Fifth U.s. lnf.
January-February 1863
First Lieutenant Martin Mullins
Fifth U.s. lnf.
March 1863
Captain Samuel Archer
Fifth U.s. Inf.
April-October 1863
.
First Lieutenant Martin Mullins
. Fifth U.s. Inf.
October 1863-March 1864
Captain Thomas L. Roberts
First Inf., Cal. Vols.
March 1864
First Lieutenant Charles Speed
Fifth U.s. Inf.
April-May 1864
Captain Thomas L. Roberts
First Inf., Cal. Vols.
May-September 1864
First Lieutenant Edmond Butler
Fifth U.s. Inf.
September 1864-March 1865
First Lieutenant Franklin Cook
Fifth U.s. Inf.
March-April 1865
First Lieutenant Nelson Thomasson.Fifth U.s. Inf.
April-November 1865
Colonel Oscar M. Brown
First Cav., Cal. Vols.
November-December 1865
Lieutenant Colonel Edwin A. Rigg First Vet. Inf., Cal. VoIs. January-September 1866
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During the summer of 1862 Assistant Quartermaster Enos was
kept busy furnishing supplies to troops stationed at Los Lunas, Cubero,
Polvadera, and Albuquerque and replenishing the nearly depleted storehouses at Fort Craig, 100 miles to the south, where Canby hoped to
concentrate supplies to support a movement against retreating Confederates. Enos was hard pressed to provision these posts with the few
wagons he had on hand. His work was rendered even more difficult
by the high state of the Rio Grande. All the stores for Los Lunas,
Cubero, Polvadera, and Fort Craig had to be transported across the
river. Enos first tried to cross supplies using a rope or flying ferry, but
sand banks and the ever-shifting channel soon ended his attempt at a
rapid crossing. He then used two flat-bottomed ferry boats, which in
following weeks carried approximately three million pounds of supplies to the west bank. Between July 1 and December 31 government
wagons transported most of the goods being shipped from the depot
but hired wagon-trains carried 478,899 pounds at a cost to the government of $11,216. Enos also furnished transportation to troops changing
stations, including Captain Edward H. Bergmann's company of New
Mexico volunteers enroute to Fort Stanton and troops under command
of Lieutenant Colonel J. Francisco Chaves, who in October established
a new post, Fort Wingate, eighty-five miles west of Peralta. 22
Los Pinos' days as a supply depot were numbered after Captain
John C. McFerran was appointed chief quartermaster of the department
on September 18, 1862. A conscientious officer, McFerran worked diligently to reduce government expenses by promoting efficiency and
eliminating defects in the supply system. Among his many recommendations was one to move the sub-depot from Los Pinos to Fort
Craig, which already served as a source of supplies for posts south of
the Jornada del Muerto. Fort Wingate and Albuquerque, he suggested,
could as easily receive supplies from Fort Union as from Los Pinos.
With Carleton's approval, McFerran directed Enos on December 4 to
break up the depot and transport the bulk of its property to FortCraig,
with lesser amounts being distributed to Fort Wingate and Albuquerque. Enos also was instructed to retain at Los Pinos sufficient supplies
for a two-company post and to send his laborers and mechanics to Fort
Craig to help construct storehouses. 23
22. Enos to Meigs, October 1, 1863, LR, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393; Cutler to Enos,
October 11, 1862 and Carleton to Chaves, October 12, 1862, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll
3, RG 393. Los Lunas was located on the west side of the Rio Grande about three miles
south of Peralta; Cubero was about fifty-five miles west of Peralta; and Polvadera was
about forty miles south of Peralta.
23. McFerran to Cutler, November 28, 1862 and McFerran to Enos, December 4, 8,
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Meanwhile, rumors had it that Texans were raising a force in San
Antonio to reinvade New Mexico, and Carleton issued detailed instructions for resisting a second Confederate advance. On December 3 he
ordered the commanding officer at Los Pinos to put his command "at
once into the best possible fighting condition and have it ready to
march at a moment's notice."24 Two days later McFerran urged Enos
to transfer supplies to Fort Craig as rapidly as possible, hiring civilian
transportation to effect the move if necessary; especially needed at Fort
Craig were spades, hoes, axes, and other entrenching tools. He also
sent Enos a check for five thousand dollars for the purchase of corn to
be sent to Fort Craig where stores were being stockpiled to enable its
troops to withstand a siege. "Find out ... if any persons are hoarding
corn or wheat that might be of use to us or the enemy," McFerran
advised, "but do not seize it or let them suspect that we intend to."
By moving rapidly and prudently, McFerran hoped "to avoid the confusion and loss that occurred [during] the last invasion."2s The Confederate offensive failed to materialize, however, and Enos, having
completed the removal of the depot at Los Pinos, received orders in
January to assume duties in Mesilla as chief quartermaster of the District of Arizona.
About the time that Enos left for his new assignment, officers at
Los Pinos, with the aid of two former civilian employees, recovered
from Isleta Pueblo approximately twenty wagon-loads of government
stores, the disappearance of which apparently had gone unnoticed in
the rush to concentrate supplies at Fort Craig. Lieutenant Martin Mullins, then commanding at Los Pinos, arrested and confined in the
guardhouse two Indians in whose house the goods were stored, but
it is unlikely that they ever intended to defraud the government. They
told Mullins that an Hispano had given them the supplies in August
for storage, promising to pay them ten dollars a month. Upon further
investigation, it was learned that a wagonmaster had tried to deliver
these goods to Captain Enos, who would not receive them because
they were invoiced to the quartermaster at Fort Craig. Thereafter the
wagonmaster returned to Isleta where he deposited the contents of his
wagons. A former army storekeeper, a Mr. Hoberg, who recently had
moved with his family to Isleta, had discovered the supplies by accident
1862, LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393. Troops at Los Lunas, Polvadera, and Cubero were
withdrawn soon after Carleton assumed command of the department.
24.. Carleton to Commanding Officer, Los Pinos, December 3, 1862, LS, Dept. NM,
M-1072, roll 3, RG 393.
25. McFerran to Enos, December 5, 1862, LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393.
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and found that a number of the boxes had been opened and several
coats, flannel shirts, and other items of clothing had been stolen. 26
News of the change in Los Pinos' status apparently did not reach
Governor Connelly until after the depot had been dismantled, and
even then the news was garbled. Connelly had left New Mexico to
seek medical attention shortly after Carleton assumed command of the
department. In mid-January the governor wrote the general from St.
Louis expressing his concern about attempts "among interested persons to change the Government Depot from [Los Pinos] to Albuquerque." With remarkable lack of candor, Carleton replied that the governor's
letter was "the first intelligence or hint of such a movement which I
have heard." Less reassuring, he promised that the government would
not abandon Connelly's property before he, the governor, returned to
New Mexico. 27 Nonetheless, Carleton believed that the rent being paid
to Connelly was exorbitant, and a short time later he wrote to Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs questioning whether the contract for Los Pinos should continue. 28
But Carleton soon dropped the matter because Los Pinos acquired
new importance during the Navajo campaign and the movement of
Indian prisoners to Bosque Redondo. Indian raids had increased in
frequency with the outbreak of the Civil War, and the Navajos were
one of the tribes that Carleton wanted to subdue. On June 15, 1863,
he ordered Colonel Christopher Carson to establish a supply depot in
Navajo country and then to wage vigorous war against those Navajos
who failed to surrender at Fort Wingate by July 20. Carson's command,
which would consist of twenty-seven officers and 726 enlisted men,
assembled at Los Pinos early in July, with Carleton present to oversee
their departure. 29 Juan Perea of Bernalillo sent 2,000 head of sheep to
Los Pinos to accompany the troops as they moved into Navajo country.
Civilian freight contractors transported supplies and equipment to Carson's supply depot, soon named Fort Canby, located about twentyfive miles southwest of old Fort Defiance. Some freighters would later
refuse to proceed further than Los Pinos without strong military escort. 3D

26. Mullins to Cutler, January 12, 1863 and Wallen to Cutler, February 11, 1863,
LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, rolls 19, 21, RG 393.
27. Carleton to Connelly, February 12, 1863, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 3, RG 393.
28. Carleton to Meigs, February 21, 1863, ibid.
29. William A. Keleher, Turmoil in New Mexico, 1846-1868 (Santa Fe: Rydal Press,
1952), 303-04.
30. Cutler to Garrison, June 23, 1863, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 3, RG 393; McFerran

DARLIS A. MILLER

13

By August 23 nearly all of Carleton's troops were in the field.
Soldiers from Los Pinos scouted the country east of the Rio Grande
from Abo Pass north along the eastern slope of the Manzano Mountains
to Tijeras Canyon; they operated under Carleton's orders to "kill every
[male] Navajo or Apache Indian large enough to bear arms." On September 7 Lieutenant Martin Mullins and his command of one officer
and twenty enlisted men proceeded to the east side of the Manzano
Mountains in search of Indians who had run off stock from Serafin
Romero's ranch near San Pedro. The men traveled about sixty-five miles
in four days, but they saw no Indians. Later that month Carleton again
ordered Los Pinos soldiers to proceed through Abo Pass and scout
along the eastern side of the mountains north to Tijeras Canyon. This
command marched about 230 miles in twenty days without sighting
Indians. In late November Lieutenant Charles Speed led a small detachment in pursuit of Indians who had stolen cattle from the vicinity
of Valencia. These Los Pinos soldiers recaptured about 100 head of
cattle near Abo Pass but saw nothing of the Indians who had stolen
them. And on Christmas day Carleton instructed the commanding
officer at Los Pinos to send a force of twenty men to Abo Pass to remain
in the area for twenty days to watch for Navajo raiding parties coming
from the direction of the Pecos. He believed they would try to recross
the Rio Grande near the mouth of the Puerco. 31
The task of outfitting these scouting parties fell to Lieutenant Nelson Thomasson, quartermaster at Los Pinos, who performed other
duties as well. He purchased grain from valley farmers, forwarded it
to Fort Canby, and arranged to winter at Los Pinos a large number of
unserviceable horses and mules belonging to Forts Canby and Wingate.
In late November and early December, Thomasson helped assemble
the supplies and transportation that accompanied Arizona's first civil
officers enroute to Fort Whipple to organize a territorial government. 32
to Craig, June 12, 26, 1863, LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393; Endorsement on letter signed
William Craig, October 1, 1863, Endorsements Sent, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393.
31. Carleton to Archer, August 3, 1863, U.S., Congress, Senate, "Condition of the
Indian Tribes," 1867, Senate Report 156, (Serial 1279), 39th Congo 2d sess., 1867, p. 123.
Archer to Cutler, September 7, 1863 and Mullins to McDermott, September 14, 1863,
LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 18, RG 393; Carleton to Archer, September 18, 1863, LS,
Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 3, RG 393; Speed to McDermott, October 10, 1863, LR, Dept.
NM, M-1l20, roll 18, RG 393; Speed to Mullins, November 29,1863, LR, Dept. NM, M1120, roll 20, RG 393; Carleton to Commanding Officer, Los Pinos, December 25, 1863,
LS, Dept. NM, M-10n, roll 3, RG 393.
32. McFerran to Thomasson, September 25, 1863, McFerran to Cutler, November
23, 1863, and [name unclear] to Thomasson, December 5, 1863, LS, CQM, Dept. NM,
RG 393; Carleton to Butcher, November 23,1863, LS, Dept. NM, M-10n, roll 3, RG 393.
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By this time, however, Los Pinos was about to take on additional
usefulness as a receiving center for Navajo prisoners, and Lieutenant
Thomasson would playa key role in providing for their maintenance
and survival both at the post and on the overland march to the Pecos
River.
Carleton had informed Carson as early as September 19 that all
Navajos who surrendered had to be sent to Bosque Redondo by way
of Los Pinos. Among the first Navajos to encamp on Governor Connelly's property were the thirty-nine whom Lieutenant Joseph Laughlin escorted from Fort Wingate in late November. Much to the lieutenant's
chagrin, fifteen others had escaped when a sentinel fell asleep at his
post while the command was encamped at Cubero, located about fiftyfive miles west of Los Pinos. On December 4 Carleton instructed the
commanding officer at Los Pinos to have the Navajos that Laughlin
brought in "carefully guarded and kindly treated while they are at
[your] post. They will be fed on bread and meat, and occasionally are
to have some sugar and coffee."33
Earlier in the campaign, Carson's command had destroyed all crops
in Navajo country within a forty-mile radius of Fort Canby. Carleton
had intended to shorten the campaign by starving the Navajos into
submission but his strategy worked sooner than he expected. Starting
in January 1864, cold and destitute Indians surrendered in such large
numbers that the army was hard-pressed to care for them. Carleton
soon instructed officers at Forts Canby and Wingate to forward all
captives as rapidly as possible to Los Pinos, as it would be cheaper to
feed them on the Rio Grande than at their posts. Enroute to Santa Fe
late in January, Carson himself escorted about 225 Indians to the Los
Pinos receiving center. 34
, On February 8, these and other Navajos were started on their way
to Bosque Redondo under charge of Lieutenant George H. Pettis of the
California volunteers. In a letter written to his wife from Los Pinos,
Pettis indicated that he was dreading the long march to Fort Sumner,
the military post situated on the Bosque Redondo reservation. He
described the Navajos in his charge as having been "nearly all naked"

33. Laughlin to Adjt. Genl., December 1, 1863, with endorsement by Carleton, LR,
Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 19, RG 393.
34, Carleton to Commanding Officer, Fort Wingate, February 26, 1864 and DeForrest
to Commanding Officer, Fort Canby, February 19, 1864, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 3,
RG 393; Shaw to Cutler, January 31, 1864, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 25, RG 393.
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before the army issued them blankets. 35 Pettis left the post with fortyfour men of his company and 243 Navajos, eighty-one of whom were
men and the balance women and children. Twenty-five Hispanic teamsters were in charge of the sixteen eight-mule wagons that carried supplies and baggage. Pettis and the Navajos would follow a route that
would take them through Tijeras Canyon, then northeast passing the
villages of San Antonio and San Pedro to Kozlowski's Ranch, about
twenty-seven miles from Santa Fe, and then southeast to San Jose,
Bernal Springs, and Anton Chico. Pettis later described the ordeal in
a letter to his wife written shortly after he reached Fort Sumner.
[We were] on the road 15 days, long weary days, most of the time
in the mountains, three ranges of which I crossed over-the total
distance in that time was 242 miles. While in the mountains we
experienced very cold weather and some of the time having no
water, but what we obtained by melting snow, and part of the
time, we had no wood either to keep us warm, or melt our snoweverything must have an end; so we finally arrived here safely. I
had fed the last of the Indian provisions the day before, and my
company were quite without provisions. Four of the Indians died
and were buried on the road, so I got here with 239 of the Red
Skins, they causing me very little trouble other than feeding such
a large number every day. 36
In the meantime, hundreds of other Navajos had joined the forced
exodus from their homeland. Lieutenant Mullins, the commanding
officer at Los Pinos, reported on February 24 that 2,019 Indians had
already arrived at his post enroute to Bosque Redondo. This included
1,445 who were there now awaiting transportation and who had with
them about 200 horses and between 300 and 400 sheep and goats. 37
Described by one officer as "the most wealthy of the tribe," these
Indians were soon on their way to the Pecos, the army providing them
subsistence for fifteen days of travel at the rate of one pound of flour
and one pound of fresh meat per day for each person plus a small
35. Pettis to wife, February 8, 1864, George Henry Pettis Letters, Western Americana
Collection, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University.
36. Pettis to wife, February 26, 1864, ibid. The route Pettis took to Bosque Redondo
was the favored mountain route. There were other routes, however, by which Navajos
reached the Pecos. See Frank McNitt, "The Long March: 1863-1867," in Albert H. Schroeder, ed., The Changing Ways of Southwestern Indians (Glorieta, N.M.: Rio Grande Press,
1973), 145-69.
37. Mullins to Cutler, February 24, 1864, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 24, RG 393.
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amount of coffee and sugar for the chiefs. They reached Fort Sumner
on March 13, although Captain Joseph Berney, in charge of this contingent, reported losing fifteen prisoners on the road. Three were stolen
by residents of Tecolote and Anton Chico; two strayed from the command; and ten others died from the effects of cold and exhaustion. 38
Los Pinos was soon inundated by even more captives as Captain
Asa B. Carey, commanding Fort Canby, sent forward 2,138 Navajos
on March 4. When they arrived at Los Pinos on the 19th, they had
with them about 473 horses and 3,000 sheep.39 Others arrived with
little or no stock. On April 4, Captain Francis McCabe brought into the
post 720 Navajos, who were described as being in a "very destitute
condition," possessing only sixteen horses and 100 goats and sheep.
McCabe had started from Fort Canby with 800 Indians; forty died
enroute, and a similar number strayed after the command encountered
severe weather and was reduced to half rations. Those who reached
Los Pinos were given fifty brass kettles, 400 blankets, and 372 yards
of prints and muslin, all the blankets and cloth that the quartermaster
had on hand. 40
Hundreds of Indians, like those that McCabe brought in, were
given blankets and other materials to help them survive cold winter
temperatures. Quartermasters at Los Pinos, Albuquerque, and Santa
Fe purchased coarse Mexican blankets from local merchants for about
two dollars each, as well as jerga, a coarse woolen cloth, which they
had made into blankets. On March 1, McFerran issued guidelines for
Lieutenant Thomasson to follow when issuing supplies at Los Pinos:
"A blanket to each Indian who absolutely requires it to prevent suffering. Three or four yards of manta or calico to each Indian over ten
years of age. And one camp or brass kettle to every family, or to every
eight or ten Indians."41
Among Thomasson's most pressing problems was that of locating
transportation for the march to the Pecos. Most Navajos walked all the
way, but the army utilized ox and mule wagons to carry food, a few
38. Campbell to Carleton, February 21, 1864, Berney to Cutler, March 14, 1864, and
Berney to Cutler, April 7, 1864, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, rolls 22,23, RG 393.
39. Carey to Cutler, March 6, 1864 and Thompson to Cutler, April 15, 1864, LR,
Dept. NM, M-1120, rolls 23, 25, RG 393.
40. Roberts to Cutler, April 5, 1864, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 25, RG 393.
41. Lewis to Butler, February 2, 1864, [name unclear] to Thomasson, February 25,
1864, McFerran to Thomasson, March 1, 1864, and Enos to Thomasson, March 16, 1864,
LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393.
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family possessions, small children, and some of the old people. 42 Thomasson received orders in February to hire whatever transportation he
needed to move the Indians: "get it at all ev~nts, whatever price you
may have to pay." When he subsequently hired wagons at more than
$10 each per day, he was told that in the future no such amount would
be paid as even $5 per day was considered a high price. Later Chief
Quartermaster McFerran instructed Thomasson to refuse the patronage
of the quartermaster's department to freighters James M. Whittington
of Los Lunas, Ambrosio Armijo of Albuquerque, and valley resident
Jose Jaramillo, who "[had taken] advantage of the necessities of the
service to charge exorbitant prices for their wagons. 1143 In March, McFerran
sent Captain Enos to Los Pinos to either hire or purchase additional
wagons from local businessmen. But the army continued to lack transportation. On April 19, Carleton issued instructions to Captain Thomas
Roberts, then commanding at Los Pinos, to forward only those Navajo
families that had men in them, so that they could plant crops at Bosque
Redondo. The aged and infirm would be sent forward whenever transportation became available. Carleton also authorized Lieutenant Thomasson to hire a man to explore a shorter, more direct route, going by
way of AbO Pass and Punta del Agua or by way of Tijeras Canyon,
Chilili, and Agua Negra. After reaching the Pecos, this individual would
serve as guide for any wagonmaster who wanted to return to Los Pinos
by the shorter route. 44
The most critical problem for Carleton and his subordinates was
that of finding sufficient food to keep the captives from starving. In
early February more than 100 head of cattle and 1,500 sheep were
enroute to Los Pinos for the Indians, and Thomasson later bought
whatever additional stock and grain he could find along the river. These·
supplies were sadly inadequate. On March 10, Carleton placed all troops
in the department on half rations to conserve food. The ration for
Indians at Los Pinos was also cut in half and would consist of one
pound of flour, meal, or meat per day made into ato/e. This was not
enough, and Carleton soon instructed the commanding officer at Los
42. Ruth Roessel, ed., Navajo Stories of the Long Walk Period (Tsaile, Arizona: Navajo
Community College Press, 1973), 84, 114, 119, 172, 214, 260.
43. Lewis to Thomasson, February 2, 12, 1864, LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393;
Endorsement on letter of Nelson Thomasson, February 29, 1864, End. S, CQM, Dept.
NM, RG 393.
44. McFerran to Enos, March 1, 1864, Enos to Thomasson, March 16, 1864, Enos to
Wallen, March 27, 1864, LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393; Carleton to Roberts, April 19,
1864, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 3, RG 393.
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View of Los Pinos, New Mexico, from the north, ca. 1860. Courtesy National
Archives.

Pinos to feed the Indians "if necessary" one pound of meat and one
pound of breadstuffs per day.45
Some Navajos spent only two or three days at Los Pinos before
continuing their trek but others remained much longer. As a rule, the
Indians were placed under guard at some distance from the post proper.
In late July of 1864 more than 1,200 were encamped about three-quarters of a mile north of the post near an acequia, from which they
probably obtained drinking and cooking water. Soldiers at the post
obtained their water from a similar acequia, which ran about fifty yards
to the east of the Indian camp. These Indians had arrived with 357
horses, nineteen mules, and about 2,000 sheep and most likely turned
their stock loose in nearby cornfields. The army erected no shelters for
the Indians. The 522 captives who arrived on October 12 either during
or just following a heavy morning rainfall had to make themselves as
comfortable as the elements would allow. They, too, brought with them
a large number of horses, sheep, and goats. A strong guard was placed
over their camp to keep civilians away.46
45. DeForrest to Rigg, February 7, 1864, Carleton to Commanding Officer (all posts),
March 10, 1864, Carleton to Commanding Officer, Los Pinos, March 14, 1864 and April
8, 1864, LS, Dept. NM, M-I072, roll 3, RG 393.
46. Roberts to Cutler, August 2, 1864, McNulty to Bryan, August 22, 1864, LR, Dept.
NM, M-1120, rolls 22, 25, RG 393; Santa Fe Weekly New Mexican, November 11, 1864;
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Unfortunately crops on the Indian farm at Bosque Redondo were
a total failure that fall, and in late October Carleton ordered post commanders at Fort Wingate and Los Pinos not to send any more Indians
there until more food could be obtained. He further instructed Lieutenant Edmond Butler, the commanding officer at Los Pinos, to put the Indians at his post "in as sheltered a place as possible, and have them made
as comfortable as circumstances will admit." "Are there not some buildings or corrals that could be used as shelter for the children?" Carleton
asked. 47 Butler assured the general that he would do all he could to
make the Indians comfortable. The only location that might be used
for sheltering women and children, however, was the vacant portion
of the recently built quartermaster's storehouse, though, Butler added,
it was desirable to have Indians at a greater distance from the post. As
an alternative he suggested that future parties arriving at the post erect
lodges made of sod, branches, and brush to protect themselves from
the weather. By this time, however, the Navajo exodus was almost
over. On December 31, 8,354 Navajos were living on the Bosque reservation, nearly all of whom had passed through Los Pinos. 48 Thereafter, only a small number would make the "Long Walk" to the Pecos.
Even during the months of the Navajo removal, garrison life at
Los Pinos was probably characteristic of that throughout the West. On
a typical day in September 1864 reveille sounded at daylight. Breakfast
call was at 6 a.m., followed by surgeon's call, fatigue call, guard mounting, and at 9 a.m. drill call. Dinner was at 12:30; fatigue duties consumed most of the afternoon; and taps sounded at 8:15 p.m. 49 When
Major Wallen inspected troops there in 1863 he found them "sadly
deficient" in infantry and light infantry drills, and he ordered soldiers
to drill twice a day until they became proficient. But drills sometimes
were dispensed with because of the amount of fatigue duty required
of enlisted men. Soldiers at Los Pinos policed grounds, cleaned corrals,
cut and stacked wood, and hauled coal from nearby mountains for use
as an additional source of fuel. Some soldiers were allowed extra-duty
pay for their labors. Those employed on extra duty in September of
Butler to Cutler, October 12, 1864, Speed to Post Adjt., October 14, 1864, LR, Dept. NM,
M-1120, roll 22, RG 393; Special Orders, No. 106, October 13, 1864, Los Pinos, RG 393.
47. Carleton to Butler, October 28, 1864 and Carleton to Commanding Officer, Fort
Wingate, October 27, 1864, LS, Dept. NM, M-10n, roll 3, RG 393.
48. Butler to Cutler, October 30, 1864, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 22, RG 393;
Gerald Thompson, The Army and the Navajo: The Bosque Redondo Reservation Experiment,
1863-1868 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1976), 71.
49. Orders, No.4, September 28, 1864, Los Pinos, RG 393.
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1863 included one clerk, one carpenter, and one blacksmith, each receiving 40 cents per day extra; and four teamsters, two herders, and
seven laborers, who received 25 cents per day extra. Five of the laborers
manned the government ferry, and two worked in the corrals. 50
Most frontier soldiers grumbled about the quality of food they
were served, and enlisted men at Los Pinos probably were no exception. Captain Carey, who inspected the subsistence department at the
post in October 1864, reported that the beef delivered by contractors
was of poor quality. 51 Foodstuffs quickly deteriorated in the primitive
storage facilities then available. A board of survey that convened to
examine commissary supplies in September 1866 found that 1,471 pounds
of shoulder meat was "in bad condition being full of worms and totally
unfit for use" and that 62,907 pounds of flour from the states had been
stored in a vermin-infested room. Moreover, the board found considerable wastage of hominy, beans, rice, coffee, and Mexican flour. During a second inspection one officer reported that the post's bacon was
piled "in. a large mass" and was in danger of spoiling. 52
Although several enlisted men had become ill with scurvey soon
after the post was established, this deadly disease ceased to be a problem in later months as a garden attached to the post hospital furnished
an abundance of fresh vegetables. Probably some enlisted men improved their diets by purchasing eggs, chickens, and milk from villagers
like Ventura Toledo, who visited the post daily to sell farm products.
The most prevalent diseases at Los Pinos were gonorrhea and syphilis,
and soldiers afflicted with these and other ailments were housed in a
well-ventilated and lighted hospital ward of eleven beds. The hospital,
which was described as "a cool, commodious building," also contained
a kitchen, mess room, storeroom, dispensary, and steward's room.
Medical stores sometimes were limited, however, and on one occasion
in 1863 the post's surgeon, Dr. E. J. Whitney, was forced to borrow
medicine from Albuquerque. 53
During July 1864, a new post surgeon, Dr. John Downing, reported
50. Wallen to Cutler, February 11, 1863, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 21, RG 393;
Orders, No.4, September 28, 1864 and Special Orders, No. 14, January 21, 1866, Los
Pinos, RG 393; McFerran to Thomasson, January 14, 1864, LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG
393; Returns, Los Pinos, M-617, roll 649, RG 94.
51. Carey to Bell, October 29, 1864, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 23, RG 393.
52. Proceedings of Boards of Survey, September 4, 1866, Los Pinos, RG 393; Davis
to DeForrest, April 10, 1866, LR, Dist. NM, M-1088, roll 2, RG 393.
53. Hall to Chapin, June 3, 1862 and McNulty to Bryan, August 22, 1864, LR, Dept.
NM, M-1120, rolls 16, 22, RG 393; Santa Fe Weekly New Mexican, November 11, 1864;
Wallen to Cutler, February 11, 1863, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 21, RG 393.
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eleven cases of miasmatic diarrhea, four cases of miasmatic fever, and
ten cases of gonorrhea and syphilis. He attributed the miasmatic diseases to unsanitary conditions, including drinking water that had been
contaminated by Indians who used a nearby acequia as a "place for
answering the calls of nature" and the presence of a marsh or swamp
on the eastern and southern outskirts of the post in which several
decomposing bodies of cattle and mules were partially submerged.
Some health problems, he believed, stemmed from a privy at the rear
of the officers' quarters, which gave off such an offensive smell that
officers and their families could not sleep at night. 54 Dr. James M.
McNulty, medical inspector of the department, traveled to Los Pinos
to investigate Downing's charges and concluded that for the most part
they were an outgrowth of a feud between the surgeon and the post's
commanding officer. McNulty rejected the notion that Indians had
. contaminated the post's drinking water, but he confirmed the fact that
perhaps five or six acres of land at the edge of the post were covered
with water, the accumulation resulting from heavy rains and the overflowing of acequias. He also agreed that the officers' privy was in a
filthy condition and recommended that it be relocated. In addition,
however, he reported that Downing kept a number of chickens at the
rear of his quarters and that their droppings added considerably to the
offensive odor coming from the officers' compound. "In point of cleanliness," McNulty concluded, "some of the officers' quarters do not compare favorably with those of the men." Soon orders were issued forbidding
anyone to dump water or garbage or to dry bedding in front of officers'
quarters. 55
Despite the dispiriting picture that these reports engender, soldiers
who were stationed at Los Pinos found the post attractive. Lieutenant
George H. Pettis, whose stay there was brief, described Los Pinos in
a letter to his wife dated January 25, 1864 as "a very pleasant place,"
and later he referred to it as "a beautiful place."56 Musician Andrew
Ryan was stationed there for about six months, and his description
was similar. In a letter to his brother dated July 27, 1864, Ryan wrote:
"This is a very pretty place." He also noted that his company had files
of newspapers from several large cities, including New York, Boston,
and Washington, which enabled him to keep abreast of national news.
54.
55.
Orders,
56.

Downing to Roberts, August 8, 1864, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 25, RG 393.
McNulty to Bryan, August 22, 1864, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 22, RG 393;
No.3, September 23, 1864, Los Pinos, RG 393.
Pettis to wife, January 25, 1864 and February 26, 1864, Pettis Letters.
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The reason for Ryan's satisfaction with the post, however, is revealed
several lines later:
We have fine amusements out here. There is a little town about
half a mile from the Post where we have dances almost every
night. The Mexican gals are very gay. However, I do not mix with
them much as I am getting too old. [He was 32 years 0Id.]"7
Soldiers had easy access to alcohol at Peralta, and some were
courtmartialed for drunkenness. Others joined the Lincoln Lodge of
the International Order of Good Templars and dedicated themselves
to temperance and the reduction of whiskey-drinking at the post. Like
enlisted men elsewhere, Ryan and his comrades spent some time at
the sutler's store where they could purchase hickory shirts for $1.50
each, a plug of tobacco for $1.00, razors for $1.50 each, and razor strops
for 75 cents each. Part of Ryan's wages went to pay his laundry bill,
which at Los Pinos amounted to $1.50 per month. The six laundresses
who resided on the post in May 1864 did washing for five officers and
120 enlisted men. 58
Violence and death were characteristic of frontier military life, and
Los Pinos had its share of both. A tragic death occurred one night in
July 1863 when a sentinel shot and killed an express rider who failed
to identify himself. About a year later Private James Jellings died instantly, shot in the neck by another soldier who had accidentally discharged a revolver. On the night of March 6, 1865 Joseph Bennett, an
employee in the quartermaster's department, was murdered at the
post's boat house, and his body was thrown into the Rio Grande. A
resident of nearby Los Lentes who was suspected of having committed
the crime was arrested and confined in the guardhouse. Severat months
later Private Daniel Diamond of Company C, First Veteran Infantry,
California Volunteers, was accused of killing a man near Belen, and he
too was lodged in the guardhouse while civilian authorities debated
which county had jurisdiction. Diamond lived to be tried, convicted,
and hanged by a committee of miners in 1867 for having killed a resident
of Pinos Altos. 59
57. Ernest Marchand, ed., News from Fort Craig, New Mexico, 1863: Civil War Letters
of Andrew Ryan with the First California Volunteers (Santa Fe: Stagecoach Press, 1966), 7172.

58. Evans to A.A.A.G., October 15, 1862, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 16, RG 393;
Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, September 30, 1865; Proceedings of Boards of Survey, March 17,
1866, Los Pinos, RG 393; Returns, Los Pinos, M-617, roll 649, RG 94.
59. Albuquerque Rio Abajo Weekly Press, July 21, 1863; Marchand, News from Fort
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Other men met less violent deaths. A quartermaster's employee
died in the post hospital on July 27, 1862, although cause of death is
not recorded. Two California volunteers died at Los Pinos in 1863, one
from lung fever, and the illness of the other was diagnosed as "softening
of the brain." Nelson C. Smith, a recently discharged California volunteer, died at Peralta on January 9, 1866 apparently of natural causes,
and his remains were buried in the post cemetery with military honors.
That same month soldiers at Los Pinos served as escort to the remains
of Lieutenant Colonel Julius C. Shaw of the New Mexico volunteers
enroute to Santa Fe for burial. Shaw recently had left his wife and five
children at Fort Wingate to assume command at Fort Selden, where
he died of paralysis on December 27, 1865. 60
Soldiers in New Mexico provided many services, but for many
residents the greatest impact the army had on their lives was an economic one. Military posts like Los Pinos provided markets for forage,
foodstuffs, and building materials, and they employed sizable numbers
of civilians in their quartermaster and subsistence departments. As a
rule, the army procured local supplies through the contract system,
advertising for bids and awarding contracts to the lowest bidder, but
during emergencies military goods were purchased in open market.
Shortly after the depot was established at Los Pinos, Captain Enos
requested bids for the delivery of 2,000 fanegas of corn at Albuquerque;
some, if not most, of this amount was intended for Los Pinos. Only
two bidders responded, each offering his corn at $10 per fanega, which
price Enos rejected as being too high. Thereafter corn for Los Pinos
was purchased in open market at prices ranging from $6 to $9 per
fanega. 61 The post experienced little difficulty in securing forage as it
was located in a rich agricultural region. Lieutenant Colonel Edwin A.
Craig, 72; Cook to [Adjutant General), March 13, 1865 and Stevens to Luna, January 31,
1866, LS, Los Pinos, RG 393.
60. McFerran to Meigs, May 16, 1863, LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393; Special Orders,
No.9, January 9, 1866 and Stevens to Hubbell, January 15, 1866, LS, Los Pinos, RG 393;
Richard H. Orton, comp., Records of California Men in the War of the Rebellion, 1861-1867
(Sacramento: Adjutant General's Office, 1890), 370, 679; Special Orders, No. 109, December 30, 1865, Special Orders, No. 12, January 15, 1866, and Rigg to Carleton, January
16, 1866, LS, Los Pinos, RG 393.
61. Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, October 18, 1862; Enos to McFerran, October 27, 1862,
LR, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393; Endorsement on letter of Captain Archer, October 23,
1862, End. S, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393; Estimate of funds required by the quartermaster
at Los Pinos in May 1864, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393. During the war, the cost of supplies
escalated. In 1859 the average price of corn purchased under contract in New Mexico
had been about $4 per fanega. After the war, prices fell. In 1868 the contract price for
corn at Fort Union was $3.15 per fanega.
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Jose Francisco Chaves, ca. 1903.
Courtesy Museum of New Mexico.
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Kit Carson. Courtesy Massachusetts Commandery, Military Order
of the Loyal Legion, and the U.S.
Army Military History Institute.

Rigg, in a report submitted to the inspector general's department in
1866, stated that "probably more wheat, corn and beans are produced
within a radius of 20 miles from this post than in any other portion of
the upper valley of the Rio Grande...." Nonetheless, the army made
an effort in 1863 to enhance the quality and yield of the local crop by
selling improved or "American" seed corn at cost to valley farmers. 62
Only a few civilians who furnished grain at Los Pinos are identified
in the records. The majority of those named were well-to-do Hispanic
entrepreneurs like Santiago Baca, partner and son-in-law of Salvador
Armijo, one of Albuquerque's wealthiest merchants and farmers. Baca
received $1,305 for an unspecified amount of corn that he delivered
during January 1866. Two months later seven Hispanic residents were
paid a total of $1,058 for their corn. Daniel Green, employed as a
purchasing agent for the quartermaster's department, mixed dirt with
the corn he turned in at Los Pinos. After the deception came to light
he was barred from further employment with the government. Undoubtedly there were many other valley residents who furnished grain
for the large number of animals fed at Los Pinos. During the month
of January 1864, Lieutenant Thomasson estimated that he required
31,440 pounds of grain to feed thirty post mules and 3,000 transient
mules at a cost to the government of $1,796. Two months later he
requested $4,306 to purchase 81,220 pounds of grain to feed the 166
62. Rigg to Jones, June 21, 1866, LR, Los Pinos, RG 393; Carleton to McFerran,
February 25, 1863, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 3, RG 393.
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horses and 120 mules then attached to the post. These expenditures
would directly benefit valley residents. 63
In 1862 and 1863 the army purchased hay for Los Pinos in open
market, paying local suppliers from $25 to $45 per ton. In 1864 Salvador
Armijo signed a contract to deliver 100 tons of upland hay at $18.75
per ton and 200 tons of grama hay at $39 per ton. The following year
William Brentlinger received a contract for delivery of 250 tons of hay
(probably grama) at $33.20 per ton. Corn fodder was also obtained by
contract. One Los Lunas resident, Santiago Luna, and two residents
of Albuquerque, Melchoir Werner and Simon Rosenstein, received contracts between 1862 and 1864 to deliver a total of 500 tons at prices
ranging from $13.50 to $15.60 per ton. 64
At least nine different individuals or firms held contracts to furnish
Los Pinos with such subsistence stores as potatoes, salt, sauerkraut,
pickles, vinegar, corn meal, onions, flour, beans, and beef. Charles S.
Hinckley, a former Denver resident, was the major beef contractor,
providing fresh beef to the post in 1862, 1863, and 1864, at 11, 16 1h,
and 22 cents per pound for the respective years. Santa Fe merchant
Joseph Hersch received more contracts than did anyone else. He contracted to deliver 1,000 bushels of potatoes and 500 bushels of fine salt
in 1863, 200,000 pounds of flour in 1864, and 100,000 pounds of flour
in 1865. 65
After Carleton halted construction at Los Pinos, few civilians (other
than laundresses) found employment there. Only one was on the payroll in February 1863, and he was hired at $60 a month to search nearby
.villages for stolen government property. As the Navajo campaign progressed, however, the army hired additional civilians as artisans and
laborers so that extra-duty soldiers could be released for other assignments. During October 1864, the post employed one clerk, one assistant
wagonmaster, one blacksmith, one carpenter, four teamsters, two laborers, and two herders at a total cost of $490. The civilian payroll
63. Payments in January and March 1866, cashbooks of the post quartermaster, Los
Pinos, RG 393; Enos to Carey, March 25, 1864 and Enos to Thomasson, April 1, 15, 1864,
LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393; Estimate of funds required by the quartermaster at Los
Pinos in January and March 1864, ibid. The estimate for 3,000 transient mules would
allow one ration per day for 100 mules temporarily attached to the post.
64. Wallen to Cutler, February 11, 1863, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 21, RG 393.
The contracts are in Registers of Contracts, Records of the Office of the Quartermaster
General, RG 92, National Archives (hereafter Reg. Cont., QMG, RG 92). Most of the
grama hay was obtained from the hills located about ten miles east of the post.
65. The contracts are in Registers of Beef Contracts and Register of Contracts, Records of the Office of the Commissary General of Subsistence, RG 192, National Archives.
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reached a high point in April 1865 when twenty-seven employees were
paid a total of $1,075. 66
Only a few muster lists of civilian employees at Los Pinos have
been found. The one for July 1865 shows that ten of its twenty-one
employees for that month were Hispanos. Juan Chavez, the chief boatman, received a salary of $75 per month, which made him the third
highest paid employee on the post. Four Hispanos were employed as
teamsters at $30 per month, two as laborers at $30 per month, and
three as herders at $25 per month. The army discharged most of its
civilian employees as an economy measure in January 1866, and only
three civilians were employed at Los Pinos in February: one clerk and
one carpenter in the quartermaster's department and one clerk in the
commissary department. A few more civilians were hired in later months,
but in August 1866, the last month for which records are available,
only six were on the payroll. 67
Civilians who resided nearby or who had business dealings on the
post found that military rule was exacting and sometimes unjust. In
September 1864 Ventura Toledo was arrested and put in the guardhouse
after he crossed an acequia on his way to the post by a makeshift ford
rather than using the main road. 68 Shortly thereafter the provost marshall seized some mules from local freighters on suspicion that the
animals were government property; after further investigation, at least
some were returned to their owners. Several months later, when one
member of the prominent Armijo family sought help from civil authorities in regaining a mule, the acting quartermaster for the District
of New Mexico instructed his subordinate at Los Pinos to "pay no
attention to the civil process.... Tell [Armijo] the United States holds
the mule as property belonging to the U.S. Government. Martial Law
is not yet suspended in the Territory of New Mexico." But, he added,
"let Mr. Armijo prove the mule to be his and he will get it. "69
Even Antonio Jose Otero, who had been appointed by General
66. Wallen to Cutler, February 11, 1863, LR, Dept. NM, M-1120, roll 21, RG 393;
Returns, Los Pinos, M-617, roll 649, RG 94.
67. Master List of Citizen Employees, July 20, 1865, LR, Los Pinos, RG 393. During
the war years, the army raised the salary of teamsters and laborers from $25 to $30 per
month. Returns, Los Pinos, M-617, roll 649, RG 94. The clerks were paid $85 each per
month, and the carpenter $65 per month.
68. Santa Fe Weekly New Mexican, November 11, 1864.
69. Special Orders, No. 107, October 13, 1864, Los Pinos, RG 393; Santa Fe Weekly
New Mexican, November 11, 1864; Carey to DeLong, June 1, 1866, LS, CQM Dist. NM,
RG 393. The acting quartermaster was in error; Carleton revoked martial law in July
1865. See Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, July 22, 1865.
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Stephen W. Kearny as one of the justices of New Mexico's first superior
court, received an official rebuke from post commander Lieutenant
Edmond Butler for allowing his acequias to overflow. Butler believed
that such negligence would engender "miasmatic diseases" in the garrison. He informed Otero, who farmed lands adjacent to the post, that
unless measures were taken to drain away the excess water and to
prevent overflows in the future, he would "shut the water off from
[Otero's] acequia and not allow it to run through the post any longer. "70
Additional friction between the military and civilians may have stemmed
from army regulations that were designed to protect the resources of
Los Pinos. For example, citizens were forbidden to take firewood from
any portion of the military reserve on penalty of arrest and confinement
in the guardhouse. And animals belonging to Civilians that were found
grazing on the reserve were to be seized and impounded. 71
By the fall of 1865 Carleton's military rule and the Bosque Redondo
reservation had become major issues in a hard-fought political campaign in which J. Francisco Chaves, the anti-Carleton candidate, 'hoped
to unseat New Mexico's delegate to Congress, Francisco Perea. Shortly
after Chaves received his party's nomination, however, news of Abraham Lincoln's assassination caused military and civil authorities to join
in paying tribute to the fallen president. A public meeting for this
purpose held at Peralta on May 7 was widely attended by citizens of
Valencia County and officers from Los Pinos. Lieutenant Nelson Thomasson served as one of four vice-presidents at the gathering and J.
Francisco Chaves presented one of the eulogies. 72
As the summer advanced, the intensity of the political campaign
increased. Chaves supporters were calling for an end to martial law
and for the return of Navajos to a reservation in their homeland. In'
mid-June Carleton and the Perea party, which supported Carleton's
Bosque Redondo experiment, were chagrined to learn that a large number of Navajos had escaped from the reservation in a desperate bid to
return to their own country. Carleton instructed commanding officers
at all military posts to intercept the fleeing Indians and either capture
or destroy them. Troops from Forts Craig and Wingate were ordered
to Los Pinos where they would be given transportation for a movement
onto the plains east of the mountains. Within a week, however, Carleton learned that most of the runaways had been forced to return to
Bosque Redondo for lack of food and water. Carleton and many of his
70. Butler to Otero, February 14, 1865, LS, Los Pinos, RG 393.
71. Orders, No.4, September 28, 1864, Los Pinos, RG 393.
72. Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, May 13, 1865.
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officers suspected that people who opposed the reservation for political
reasons had enticed these Indians to leave. 73
On election day, September 4, the anti-Carleton party won an
overwhelming victory, electing Chaves by a 2,000 vote margin. The
day was marred in typical New Mexico fashion by acts of violence in
the villages of Peralta and Los Lunas, which caused some residents to
petition the commanding officer at Los Pinos for assistance. Vicente
Otero, justice of the peace at Peralta, claimed that Chaves men would
not allow a single Anglo to vote for Perea and had assaulted John
Brownell, the post's civilian carpenter, as he attempted to vote for the
pro-Carleton candidate. In response to these appeals, the commanding
officer sent a small detachment from the Fifth Infantry to each village
with instructions to "restore and preserve order till the polls are closed
and the votes are counted before the people."74
Following Perea's defeat, Carleton seemed determined to withdraw troops from Los Pinos and to return the property to its owners.
He told his superiors that the post no longer served a military function
and that the company stationed there to see that the place "does not
go to ruin" was greatly needed elsewhere. In contrast, he recommended
sending an additional company of cavalry to Albuquerque, where forage was cheap and where troops would be in a central position to
conduct scouts in any direction. These attributes were also characteristic of Los Pinos, as Peralta residents quickly pointed out when they
learned of Carleton's decision to abandon the post,7s
The lessors would not bend to Carleton's will. They threatened to
make a claim for damages against the United States for violation of
contract should the army abandon the post before the lease expired.
Furthermore, early in 1866 attorneys Merrill Ashurst and Stephen B.
Elkins, on behalf of Dolores Perea de Connelly and her two sons,
presented a petition to Carleton requesting that a board of officers
ascertain the amount of wood that Navajos had destroyed while they
were encamped at Los Pinos. The petitioners believed that in leasing
the property they had authorized troops only, and not several thousand
Indians, to use wood on the premises. Timber was scarce along the
Rio Grande, and they wanted reimbursement. On Carleton's orders,
73. Wood to Commanding Officer, all posts, June 18, 1865, Carleton to Lewis, June
19, 1865, and Cutler to Lewis, June 25, 1865, LS, Dept. NM, M-1072, roll 3, RG 393;
Lewis to Thomasson, June 20, 1865, LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393.
74. Special Orders, Nos. 68, 69, September 4, 1865, Los Pinos, RG 393.
75. Carleton to Drum, September 15, 1865, War of the Rebellion, Series 1, part 2, 48:
1230-34;' Lewis to Adjutant General, February 28, 1866, LR, Dist. NM, M-1088, roll 3,
RG 393.
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a board met at Los Pinos on March 15, but a record of its proceedings
has not been discovered. 76
Despite Carleton's efforts, Los Pinos functioned as a fully operational military post for twelve months following the election, during
which time the post quartermaster continued to employ civilians as
clerks and laborers and to purchase corn from valley farmers. Soldiers
periodically left the post on Indian scouts, including the one that Major
James H. Whitlock led in April 1866, which returned without seeing
any signs of Indians. Prior to their departure, the post mustered only
six officers and fifty-three enlisted men. About five months later, however, two companies of California volunteers arrived, raising its strength
to seven officers and 151 enlisted men. In September many of these
soldiers were discharged, and others left the post for California where
they were mustered out. With the departure of the California volunteers, the military post at Los Pinos was broken up, and a picket of
two non-commissioned officers and twelve men was sent there from
Albuquerque to guard public stores and to maintain the premises until
the lease expired. On April 22, 1867 the picket was withdrawn and the
property was turned over to Dolores Connelly; three soldiers remained
behind (living in a tent) to guard some government hay until it could
be removed to Albuquerque. 77
J. Bonifacio Chaves had been absent in the states when the army
deactivated Los Pinos, and upon his return he sought additional compensation for damages. In a letter dated July 11, 1867, he informed
Colonel Herbert M. Enos, now chief quartermaster for the District of
New Mexico, that when the army returned Los Pinos to his mother,
"the principal house and the outhouses were in a most dilapidated
condition, and presented rather the appearance of ruins than inhabitable places." Nevertheless, the owners were willing to accept this as
"the natural wear of its lease," but they wanted reimbursement for a
small water-driven gristmill, worth five or six thousand dollars, which,
Chaves alleged, the government had received in fine running order.
It was now a complete wreck. Enos rejected Chaves' claims. The army
76. Carey to Meigs, September 23, 1865, LS, CQM, Dept. NM, RG 393; Ashurst and
Elkins to Carleton, [early 1866], LR, Dist. NM, M-1088, roll 2, RG 393; DeForrest to Enos,
March 12, 1866, LS, Dist. NM, M-1072, roll 3, RG 393. Unlike his stepson, Governor
Connelly supported Carleton's military regime. It seems likely that the Chaves brothers
took the lead in thwarting Carleton's attempt to cancel the lease.
77. Returns, Los Pinos, M-617, roll 649, RG 94; DeForrest to Commanding Officer,
Albuquerque, September 25, 1866, LS, Dist. NM, M-1072, roll 3, RG 393; Commanding
Officer to Connelly, April 19, 1867, LS, Post of Albuquerque, RG 393.
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had never used the mill to any extent, Enos stated, and its sorry condition was the result of the action of the elements. 78 No record has
been located to suggest that Dolores Connelly and her sons received
compensation for the mill. The last major action taken by the army in
relation to Los Pinos was the awarding of a contract to William Rosenthal in October of 1870 to remove bodies of deceased soldiers from
the post cemetery for reinterment at Santa Fe. 79
Los Pinos was only one of many western posts that the United
States army occupied during the Civil War, but its history fully reflects
the army's important role in developing the American West. Once the
Confederate threat had ended, the primary task of soldiers at Los Pinos
and at other frontier posts was to subdue Indians and protect western
settlers. The army frequently was called upon to escort civilian supply
wagons, retrieve stolen stock, and even guard farmers working in their
fields. During sporadic outbursts of frontier lawlessness, the army
functioned as a local police force, as it did at Peralta in the 1865 election.
Soldiers became an integral part of western society, frequenting village
dances, imbibing at local saloons, and settling and raising families in
western communities once their enlistments had ended. Frontier posts
like Los Pinos served as an economic stimulus to the surrounding
countryside, providing markets for local crops, building materials, fuel,
skilled labor, and the transportation of men and supplies.
The story of Los Pinos, however, also forms a unique chapter in
New Mexico's Civil War history. The post was located on private property, controlled by the highest government official in the territory,
Governor Henry Connelly, and his stepsons. The price for leasing the
property was enormous, higher than any other rental fee the army
paid in New Mexico during or after the war. In authorizing the lease,
General Canby may have wanted to repay Connelly for losses he suffered during the Confederate invasion, but Canby's successor, General
Carleton, recommended that the lease be annulled to reduce expenditures. Closing the post would also give Carleton an opportunity to
harass a political foe. More important was the role Los Pinos played
in Carleton's Indian program, serving first as a staging area for the
Navajo campaign and then as a forwarding post for Navajo prisoners
78. Chaves to Enos, July 11, 1867, LR, CQM, Dist. NM, 393. Governor Henry
Connelly died August 12, 1866. Enos to Chaves, July 25, 1867, LS, CQM, Dist. NM, RG
393.
79. Contracts made by Quartermaster's Department during year ending December
31, 1870, Senate Exec. Doc. 21 (Serial 1440), 41st Cong., 3d sess., 1871, p. 26.
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enroute to Bosque Redondo. For thousands of Navajos Los Pinos offered a brief respite from the grueling overland march to the Pecos.
Although nothing remains at the site of Los Pinos to remind us of its
military past, the post and the men who served there deserve to be
remembered for the important roles they played in New Mexico's Civil
War experience.
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